Cup Competitions

	NORTHERN IRELAND BOYS’ FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 

RULES OF THE CLUB KNOCKOUT COMPETITIONS 

2011/2012 

1.
The Competitions shall be called:- 

The Northern Ireland Boys F.A. Cup/s and reflect the relevant age groups U11 to U17 with the Proviso that a suitable sponsors name may be added to one or all titles, as and when such sponsorship is attracted. The competitions shall be open to all affiliated teams in current membership of the NIBFA and who have paid the appropriate NIBFA Insurance premium for the relating season. 

2.
Matches played in NIBFA Cup competitions will be of the following duration;

                                U11  U12  U13                 30 minutes each way

                                U14  U15  U16  U17        35 minutes each way

            
If the ties are still undecided after normal time then a further 10 minutes each way extra time will apply.                    
 

If the tie is still undecided, the result of the tie shall be decided by the taking of penalty kicks in accordance with the rules of the game as set down by FIFA. 

3.
A maximum of twenty medals will be awarded to the finalists teams in each competition. 

4.
The competitions for the Cups shall be played annually and shall be conducted within the Laws of the
            Game as settled by FIFA, and as directed by NIBFA with the authorised amendment to the FIFA 

            rules permitting the use of rolling substitutions subject to the following; in matches played in the

                NIBFA Cup, rolling substitutions will be permitted in the following manner:
 


any player who has been substituted, himself becomes a substitute and may replace another player at any time

                subject to the substitution being carried out in accordance with Law 3 of the Laws of Association Football..

 


Law 3—The Number of Players


A match is played by two teams, each consisting of not more than eleven players, one of whom is the goalkeeper. A
                match may not start if either team consists of fewer than seven players. The rules of the competition must state how

                many substitutes may be nominated; for all matches organised under the jurisdiction of the NIBFA 5 (five) substitutes

                may be used.

 


All Matches—In all matches, the names of the substitutes must be given to the referee prior to the start of the match.

                Substitutes not named on the match card may not take part in the match.


Substitution Procedure—To replace a player by substitution, the following conditions must be observed:



- The referee is informed before any proposed substitution is made



- A substitute only enters the field of play after the player being replaced has left and after receiving a signal
                                  from the referee 



- A substitute only enters the field of play at the halfway line and during a stoppage in the match



- A substitution is completed when a substitute enters the field of play. From that moment, the 



  substitute becomes a player and the player he has replaced is now a substitute. 



- All substitutes are subject to the authority and jurisdiction of the referee, whether called upon 



  to play or not.

 

                 Changing the Goalkeeper— Any of the other players may change places with the goalkeeper, provided that:



- The referee is informed before the change is made



- The change is made during a stoppage in the match.

 


Infringements/Sanctions—If a substitute enters the field of play without the referee’s permission:



- Play is stopped



- The substitute is cautioned, shown the yellow card and required to leave the field of play



- Play is restarted with an indirect free kick at the place the ball was located when play was stopped.


If a player changes places with the goalkeeper without the referee’s permission before the change is made:



- Play continues



- The players concerned are cautioned and shown the yellow card when the ball is next out of play.

 


For any other infringements of this Law:



- The players concerned are cautioned and shown the yellow card

 


Restart of Play—If play is stopped by the referee to administer a caution:



- the match is restarted by an indirect free kick, to be taken by a player of the opposing team from the place
                                  where the ball was located when play was stopped.

 


Players and Substitutes Sent Off—A player who has been sent off before the kick-off may be replaced only by one of

                                   the named substitutes. A named substitute, who has been sent off, either before the kick-off or after play 

                                   has started, may not be replaced.

 
Note:    Any player sent off in a cup tie will automatically be suspended for the next two games This may be increased on receipt of the referees report 

Any player who accumulates two yellow cards will be suspended for the next game 

Any U17 player or official subject to disciplinary action and whose team has been eliminated from the competition will serve any subsequent suspension within the player/officials own league.

Any player who takes the field while suspended will be the subject of disciplinary action and any manager who fields an ineligible player will breach the insurance conditions as 
indicated at point 23. All suspensions and bookings will be reported to the relevant league secretary. 
5.
The entry fee for NIBFA Competitions will be set annually by the NIBFA Executive Committee. 

6.
An open draw will be conducted by the NIBFA Executive Committee, nominated members thereof and/or a representative of any suitable sponsor of the relevant or all age groups. The identity of the clubs, defined by numbered ball shall be drawn from a lot or lots in couples at a time until the requisite number of ties for the round, as determined by the NIBFA is drawn. The clubs whose names are not drawn shall receive a bye into the next round. 


The clubs in each couple shall compete and the names of the winning clubs and the names of the clubs which received a bye shall be placed in lot or lots and drawn in couples at a time for ties in the next round. The clubs in each couple shall compete as in the previous round and so on, until two clubs are left to compete in the final tie. 

7.
The Club’s which are first drawn in each tie, shall have the choice of ground subject to approval of NIBFA except in the case of the semi final or final ties, which shall be played on grounds selected by the NIBFA. 

8.
Any tie that is postponed should take place no later than 14 days after the original date unless the competition is being held up, in which case NIBFA will ask the relevant leagues to permit arrangement of the tie to take place earlier. Where a postponement occurs, the team draw at home initially, will have the opportunity to arrange the game on one further occasion thereafter the away team will, in conjunction with their league, facilitate the tie. Each switch of responsibility will permit a team two opportunities to host the game. 

9.
In Semi Final and Final ties, where scores are level at full time, 10 minutes each way extra time will be played, if scores are still level after extra time the game will be decided by penalty kicks taken in accordance with the Laws of the Game.


10.
Notification of cup-ties shall be sent to the leagues and to both clubs. The league to which the home
            club is affiliated will be responsible for appointing a referee to the tie. The draws will also be 
            posted on the association’s website www.nibfa.org as soon as practically possible after the draw. 

11.
All cup-ties must be played on or before the date specified on the match notification. Any postponement must be advised to and have the approval of NIBFA. Both teams must inform their leagues of the change to ensure league fixtures are not disrupted. Where agreement cannot be reached between the opposing teams for a postponement of the fixture from the date scheduled the relevant tie will take place at the date and time appointed. NIBFA will not sanction any team organising two games on the same day to facilitate the playing of an NIBFA Cup tie. 

            In all cases the National (NIBFA) Youth Cup games will have priority as per the approved NIBFA constitution. If a league fixture proceeds in preference to the NIBFA Cup, the team/s concerned will be deemed to have forfeited their place in the NIBFA Cup competition and will result in the team/s concerned being dealt with by the relevant committee. 

12.
Any club refusing to play the club against which it has been drawn, shall be reported to the relevant committee, which shall take any action deemed appropriate. 

13.
Any club intending to scratch must give notice to the NIBFA Administration Officer and the opposing club secretary at least four days before the date fixed for playing the tie.
All clubs scratching from the competition will be reported to the relevant committee who shall take action, as they feel appropriate. 

14.
When, for any reason, a tie at Semi Final or Final Stage has to be postponed, NIBFA retain discretion to recast the match at a different venue. 

15.
It is the duty of the home club to inform their opponents of the location and direction to the match venue at least 4 days prior to the date of the tie, in addition, in the event of a cancellation due to unplayable pitch or other emergency postponement, to inform the opposing team as early as practically possible to avoid unnecessary travel. Apart from unforeseen change any potential cancellations should be confirmed by pitch inspection on the day prior to the date of the match. 

16.
For any late cancellation of matches, the away club may submit a claim for travel expenses against a home club. Only travel expenses actually incurred and receipted will be considered. Where negligence is proven against the home club the relevant committee may apportion all or part of the travel costs against the home club. 

17.
On points of fact connected with the fitness of the ground for play the decision of the referee will be final unless the ground has been closed and declared unplayable by the relevant public/private authority. When a referee has travelled and the pitch has been declared unplayable he shall be paid half the referees fee which shall be met by the home club. 

18.
NIBFA cup-ties kick off at 11am on Saturday’s but may be later. If both teams agree an alternative Sunday games (Noon K.O.) are acceptable. In the event of no alternative agreement the match will kick off at the normal kick off time of the home team but not earlier than 11am. The NIBFA Administration Officer must be informed of any change. As an exception to this and where local teams are drawn against each other, the league facilitating the fixture may set the kick off time subject to pitch availability. The only other exception will be to the Semi Final and Final Ties which will be set by the NIBFA. 

19.
In all ties up to the final stage the match ball is to be supplied by the home club, only in the event of the match ball being deemed unfit shall a ball from the visiting club be used. 

20.
NIBFA will supply the match ball for final ties. 

21. 
In all NIBFA Cup-Ties at U11, 12 & 13 size 4 footballs will be used. U14 – U18 level a size 5 Football will be used. Teams in the U13 Tesco cup should be aware that the winners and representatives at the UK Finals will use a size 4 football at those finals. League of Home Team to supply referee with two (2) match standard footballs. Away team should carry (2) match standard footballs to each game as back up.

22.
When clubs have the same or similar colours, the visiting team will have the choice of colours, in semi final and final ties such decision will be made on the toss of a coin. 

23.
The cup competitions will be open to players who were born on or after the qualifying date as listed below for season 2011/12 that will be 


  
Under 
11
players born on or after
1st January 2001 

12
players born on or after
1st January 2000




13
players born on or after
1st January 1999 




14
players born on or after
1st January 1998 




15
players born on or after
1st January 1997 




16
players born on or after
1st January 1996 




17
players born on or after
1st January 1995 

 PLAYER CURRENTLY SUSPENDED BY A LEAGUE OR NIBFA, MAY BE REGISTERED, BUT IS NOT PERMITTED TO PLAY IN THE COMPETITION, DURING THE PERIOD OF THAT SUSPENSION. 

The responsibility is on each team manager or person delegated to take charge of the team on match day to ensure every player is eligible to play for that team in the competition. (A person delegated to take charge of the team on match day will be considered an official of the club). Any team manager or delegated manager that permits an unregistered or ineligible player to participate in any game will invalidate the terms of the insurance cover and bear personal responsibility for any injury caused or received by or to any ineligible player. Such manager or delegated manager will be the subject of disciplinary proceedings. 

24.
A player may only play for one club in any NIBFA Cup Competition but may also play for an older age level team within his club if registered to do so. 

All players participating must be registered members of their club and be duly authorised by their League to represent their club in this competition and for; 

Winter Leagues – Duly registered as a player with the League for a minimum of (28 days), for the team for which they are registered in the 2011/2012 season. Players on Loan must also meet these criteria and must not play for any other team during the loan period. 

Summer Leagues – Duly registered as a player with the League for a minimum number of 
(28 Days), for the team for which they were registered in the 2011 Summer Season. Players on Loan must meet these criteria and must not play for any other team during the loan period. 

In the case of a dispute regarding the (date of registration), N.I.B.F.A. will ask the relevant League Secretary to (verify the date of registration). 


A player shall be considered cup-tied in the competition/s he has played in. Players will only be cup-tied in cup competitions in which they have actually taken the field of play. 

25.
Except for a player whose customary position is that of goalkeeper, a player to be eligible to participate in the Final Tie of a Northern Ireland Boys Knock Out Cup Competition at all age levels must have been eligible, suspension excepted, and registered to play in the competition prior to the third round of that competition. 


A Goalkeeper who gains exemption may not, under any circumstances, take the field in any other position. Goalkeepers may only be replaced on medical confirmation that a certified injury prevents the registered player who is the customary holder of that position from playing, subject not to having played for any other club in the competition. 

26.
The NIBFA Administration Officer will hold a register of all players taking part in Cup Competitions. 

27.
If any objection be made by a club to the eligibility of any player who may have taken part in any NIBFA Cup Competitions, the relevant committee, shall have the power to call upon such player and/or the club for which he played to prove his eligibility to the satisfaction of the relevant committee That committee shall have the power to deal with the player and/or club objected to or the objecting club as it may deem appropriate. 



All teams MUST produce ID Cards

                        Any team failing to produce ID cards to the opposition on match day will forfeit the match       
                        this rule applies to all teams. Teams whose leagues do not issue ID cards must apply to 

                        NIBFA to obtain same, subject to presentation of the necessary identity documentation.
                        No protest will be entertained from teams who subsequently claim to NIBFA they were
                        not shown ID cards prior to the match. 

28.
Clubs may register up to 20 players in an NIBFA Cup Competition, additional registrations must comply with this total figure, clubs may not register any player after the third round of a competition and any player that is to be registered must have (been registered with the club in an affiliated league 28 days prior to the original date of the fixture), this condition also applies to any player on loan. The secretary of the relevant league should confirm this criterion has been met by means of a letter accompanying the registration application. 

29.
A maximum of 16 players can be named on match day and up to 5 named substitutes can be used. 

30.
Substitutes must be listed on the Match Card before the match commences any substitute not used will not be considered to be cup tied. 

31.
In NIBFA competitions each team manager is responsible for completing the match card in a legible manner, the players names will be printed by the manager/coach against the number the player will wear in the match, the player will then sign in the space beside his printed name. The completed card must be passed to the referee before the match commences. Any club violating this rule will be reported to the relevant committee. 
32.
The winning team will take responsibility to return the match card within three days of the game taking place excluding Sunday and to reporting the result immediately after the match to the numbers listed on the match card. 

33.
In the event of a referee not turning up, clubs may mutually agree to any referee. 

34.
NIBFA will appoint the referees and assistants to all semi final and final ties. 

35.
The referee’s fees for NIBFA Cup competitions will be set annually and in all ties up to and including quarter final ties the home club will be responsible for the fees. NIBFA will be responsible for the fees at semi final and final stages. 

36.
The away team will bear the costs of its own travelling expenses to the venue for the tie. 

37.
In all semi final and final ties the technical area will be restricted to a maximum of 4 registered club officials and the named substitutes. 

38.
When it is found that spectators at a game conduct themselves in such a manner as to interfere with the players or official/s or stop the game or the match is unable to be completed for any unacceptable reason, the relevant committee shall deal with the matter and/or offending club/s as they deem appropriate. 

39.
All NIBFA Cup Competitions should be completed by the 31st May of each season. 


            Any club or any of its members infringing any of the rules or bye laws of NIBFA may be liable to disqualification by the Executive Committee from taking further part in the Competition for the season. 

40.
Protests relative to the ground, goalposts, crossbar or other appurtenances of the game, must be notified in writing to the referee and to the secretary or official in charge of the opposing team at the time the infringement takes place or prior to the match kicking off. 


These protests and claims for ties and other protests by claiming/protesting club concerning the eligibility of players which must specify the grounds of ineligibility must be lodged in writing accompanied by a deposit of £40.00 by the protesting club to the NIBFA Administration Officer and a verbatim copy lodged with the club protested against, both to be sent by registered or recorded delivery and to bear a postmark not later than the second day after the match (excluding Sunday). 


If the protest is considered trivial or groundless, the protesting club may be held liable for all or part of the expenses connected with the protest, and forfeits their deposit. 

For all protests and claims for ties, the protesting/claiming club must have written proof in respect of their protest/claim. The specific grounds must be supported by written proof e.g. a protest/claim has been properly lodged, evidence that the match was listed as an NIBFA Cup Match, evidence that the player played in the match or evidence that the player was not registered or suspended at the time of the match. 

If a referee abandons a match the relevant committee will determine the status of the match, no protest or claim is required. In abandonments relating to the U17 competition NIBFA reserve the right to impose a financial penalty not exceeding £250 (two hundred and fifty pounds) on one or both teams found guilty of causing such abandonment.

41.
All questions of eligibility of Clubs, qualifications of players, or interpretation of the Constitution and Cup Competition rules shall be referred to the Executive Committee whose decision shall be final subject to any right of appeal. 

42.
Clubs, represented by a listed official, winning any NIBFA Cup, may be asked to sign an obligation to return the trophy in good condition on a given date prior to the commencement of the competition for the following season. Failure to comply with this request may be penalised by a fee to be determined by the Executive Committee. 

43.
NIBFA shall have the power temporarily to amend or add to these rules as circumstances may dictate from time to time, to facilitate the smooth running of the competitions. 


NIBFA reserve the right to make such checks on players as are considered necessary in order to protect the credibility of the competition and ensure fairness to all 

NIBFA cannot be held responsible for any injury to players or officials or any loss or damage to equipment, it is the clubs responsibility to ensure that all insurance premiums are paid on the due date and in force at the time of the competition. 


NIBFA reserve the right to make a nominal charge for programmes and or admission to finals and or other NIBFA organised events. 

           Teams’ entry into the competition is an acknowledgement of and acceptance of all rules and regulations stated or implied and as complete acceptance of the NIBFA Appeals Committee in all matters is final and binding on them. 
The rules of this competition are as extracted from the constitution of NIBFA as approved 28th June 2011 and any approved amendments thereafter.

            Subject to the foregoing, alterations or additions may only be made at the Annual General Meeting of the NIBFA or Extraordinary General Meeting convened for such purpose. 

Notice of any proposed alteration or addition for consideration at the ensuing Annual General Meeting or EGM of the NIBFA shall be submitted in writing and have been received by the NIBFA Administration Officer by (date specified annually)   

Issued on behalf of the Executive Committee of NIBFA

June 2011
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